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Welcome to New Zealand…

The size of the UK or Japan but 
with a population of only 4.6 
million people, New Zealand 
gives you room to breathe and 
the space to be yourself.
New Zealand is one of the world’s best 
places to live and study. Safe, friendly 
and welcoming, New Zealand is a natural 
playground full of opportunities for unique 
experiences. Each year New Zealand 
receives over 120,000 international students 
from over 160 different countries.

There’s something for everyone in New 
Zealand, whether you enjoy high-adrenalin 
sports like bungy jumping, skydiving or jet 
boating, or prefer to get closer to nature by 
hiking or cycling. You’ll be able to experience 
our unique Māori culture and see the 
landscapes made famous by the Lord of the 
Rings and Hobbit film trilogies.

Very High Social 
Progress Index 

Ranking (9/128)  
Source: Social Progress 

Imperative

New Zealand is the 
least corrupt country 

in the world  
(Source: 2016 Corruption 

Perception Index)

2nd Most Peaceful 
Country  

(Global Peace Index)

Top ranked for ease of 
doing business  

(The World Bank)
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mayoral welcome
Welcome to Southland, New Zealand’s beautiful 
natural playground. We are delighted to 
introduce our region to you as the perfect study 
destination. 
Southland offers international students an opportunity to gain 
a world class education in a world class environment, where 
our warm communities are committed to welcoming you to our 
beautiful region.

With its sweeping coastlines, majestic wilderness and dramatic 
scenery, Southland is an ideal destination for those wishing 
to experience the ‘real’ New Zealand. The bright city lights of 
Invercargill, with its highly accessible airport makes domestic 
travel easy. Our close proximity to international airports offers 
connectivity to the rest of the world in this accessible yet affordable 
destination. Towns such as Gore and Te Anau combine with 
Invercargill to provide a strong network of communities full of 
vitality.

As a region we are committed to providing a great social and 
cultural environment for international students. Our events and 
festivals are varied and exciting, our galleries and sporting facilities 
are outstanding, and our stories reflect the pioneering spirit of our 
communities. Our lush, green countryside forms the backbone of 
our economy and produces the most wonderful local produce.

Whatever academic pathway you chose, Southland represents 
an excellent destination. We look forward to offering you a warm 
Southland welcome, and wish you well on your academic journey.

Gary Tong
southland district mayor

Tracy Hicks
gore district mayor

Tim Shadbolt
invercargill city mayor
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Weka, Stewart Island
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Southland is New Zealand’s southernmost province and is a region of rich natural 
contrasts, beauty and wildlife, boasting quality tourist destinations. Southland has 
world class scenery from mountain peaks, the deepest of lakes, meandering rivers 
famous for fishing, fertile farmlands, lush primordial forests, sweeping photogenic 
coastlines to the wild Southern Ocean and its islands.

The people are friendly, welcoming, generous, hardworking and have a great 
sense of humour. Living is affordable in Southland.  It has the one of the highest 
employment rates in the country and strong demand for skilled workers. Primarily 
an agricultural economy, Southland has gained a top reputation nation and world-
wide for producing innovative, high quality education.

Invercargill, founded in the 1850s, is considered the capital of Southland. 
Influenced by early Māori and European settlers, the city is full of grand 
architecture, ingenious people and world class facilities. The city’s massive indoor 
stadium (the largest in New Zealand), international indoor velodrome, hockey 
turfs, swimming pool, and rugby stadium are all state-of-the-art and ready for you 
to enjoy.  With a population of 55,000, Invercargill is big enough to cater for your 
lifestyle needs, yet small enough to provide a welcoming and friendly atmosphere. 
Crowds and traffic jams are non-existent; you have time to play sports, pursue 
hobbies and have adventures.

In Southland you can feel your place in the world!

NAU MAI HAERE MAI KI MURIHIKU
WELCOME TO SOUTHLAND,  
NEW ZEALAND.
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SOUTHLAND FEATURES AND NEIGHBOURS  
THE FINEST NEW ZEALAND HAS TO OFFER:

OUR NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOURS:

Fiordland - New Zealand’s largest National Park 
has achieved World Heritage Status and is the home 
of Mitre Peak and the awe-inspiring fiords of Milford 
Sound and Doubtful Sound.

Stewart Island - New Zealand’s most southern 
island features the Rakiura National Park and is home 
to many native birds, including the country’s icon, the 
Kiwi.

The Catlins - From magnificent coastal cliffs and 
headlands, long sweeping beaches, coves and sandy 
bays; to extensive temperate rainforests, waterfalls 
and rolling farmland, the Catlins is a fascinating, 
rugged place “off the beaten track.” 

Bluff - It’s the home of the iconic Bluff oyster and the 
gateway to Stewart Island. Bluff  is the oldest European 
settled town in New Zealand, and has many wonderful 
short coastal and bush walks that offer amazing 
scenery and views

Queenstown - New Zealand’s adventure 
capital offers a huge range of activities such as jet 
boating, bungy jumping, skiing, snowboarding, rafting, 
skydiving in a spectacular scenery.

Dunedin - New Zealand’s heritage capital, a vibrant 
student city that abounds with interesting heritage, 
culture, industrial and ecotourism activities.

Esk Street, Invercargill
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High Quality Education System
New Zealand’s education system is world-class, modern and responsive. It combines proven, traditional 
principles with innovation, creativity and fresh thinking, creating lifelong learners.

The New Zealand education system allows you to design an education that best meets your needs 
and personality. A flexible, supportive pathway that gives you the skills and qualifications to succeed 
anywhere in the world.

Education in New Zealand aims to be student-centred. It is focused on supporting students to problem-
solve, process information, work with others, create and innovate. You will be able to develop your 
potential along a number of possible pathways, academic and/or vocational.

New Zealand was the first country to introduce a Code of Practice to protect international students. The 
Education (Pastoral Care of International Students) Code of Practice is monitored by the New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority (NZQA), a government agency, covering the entire education process, including 
pastoral care, which education providers must follow. This ensures you will be well looked after during 
your New Zealand study experience.
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Years 1-6

Year 7
Year 8
Year 9

Year 10

Year 11 - NCEA Level 1
Year 12 - NCEA Level 2
Year 13 - NCEA Level 3

Certificate

Diploma

Bachelor Degree
Postgraduate Diploma

Master Degree
Doctorate

Bachelor Degree
Postgraduate Diploma

Master Degree

Universities in NZ or World Wide Southern Institute of Technology

Note: NCEA - 
National Certificate 

of Educational 
Achievement

WHY STUDY IN 
NEW ZEALAND?
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WHY STUDY IN 
SOUTHLAND?

Safe - feel protected
Southland has a strong sense of 

community, where you’ll feel safe and 
well looked after in and out of the 

classroom.

Space - enjoy the freedom
No queues, no traffic jams, more time to be out and about. Join 

Southland’s active culture in the amazing sports facilities and the 
region’s natural environment available for everyone to enjoy.

Spectacular Scenery - experience the real 
New Zealand

There’s no place in the world like Southland. You’ll love the beautiful 
farmlands, rolling hills, native bush, unspoilt coastlines, mountain 

ranges, rivers and lakes.

Stunning People - feel the welcome
Southlanders are known for being friendly and hospitable. Our 
institutions have caring host families to welcome students and 

assist you to adapt to life in New Zealand.

Feel Unique - time to be 
yourself

Study alongside Kiwi students, making your 
overseas experience even more enriching. 
Many schools have policies in place to have 
a limited number of international students 

per class.
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Tertiary Education
Southern Institute of Technology ................................................. pg. 12

Southern Lakes English College (SLEC) ......................................... pg. 14

Southern Wings ............................................................................... pg. 16

From pre-school all the way 
through to tertiary study, 
Southland offers some of the 
best education opportunities in 
the country.
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SOUTHERN INSTITUTE  
OF TECHNOLOGY (SIT)
Thousands of students from around the world have chosen Southern 
Institute of Technology’s quality programmes, modern facilities and 
famous southern hospitality.
Southern Institute of Technology (SIT) includes five campuses with Invercargill being the main campus 
and offers programmes of study from Certificate to Masters level.  All programmes are accredited and 
approved by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA), as well as being highly regarded by 
employers.  SIT has a wide range of programmes  which are taught by passionate, professional tutors 
and up to date facilities.  SIT  has a proud history of providing students with quality education for over 
forty years, and students can apply throughout the year  with scholarships  available to help with the 
cost of study! 

“SIT has been a great experience. High quality study, with a kind and calm environment.  
The best part is experiencing Kiwi culture as well as meeting people from around the world.” 
- Bimo Faturrahman, Bachelor of Commerce, Indonesia

“The course has surpassed my expectations.  
The knowledge I have acquired will contribute positively to my professional career.”
- Danilo Savoi Bortolan, Postgraduate Diploma in Business Enterprise, Brazil
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Southern Institute of Technology (SIT)
133 Tay Street  

Invercargill
Phone: 0800 403337

www.sit.ac.nz

Chami Abeysinghe
International Department  
and Marketing Manager

chami.abeysinghe@sit.ac.nz

SITInternational

sitzerofees

SIT2LRN

SITzerofees

+64 3 211 2699

CONTACT US

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 13,462

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 1,509

MAJOR AREAS OF STUDY:  
Agriculture, Architectural Technology, Art, Design, 
Photography, Audio Production, Automotive, 
Beauty Therapy, Business and Commerce, Chinese 
Language, Communications and Public Relations, 
Computing and Information Technology, 
Construction, Education, Electrotechnology, 
Engineering, English Language, Environmental 
Management, Fashion, Film and Animation, 
Floristry, Hairdressing, Health and Safety, 
Horticulture, Hospitality, Human Resources and 
Coaching, Joinery, Marketing and Management, 
Massage Therapy, Music, Nursing and Health 
Science, Project Management, Road Transport, 
Social Services and Mental Health, Sport, Exercise 
and Recreation, Te Ara Reo Māori, Travel, Tourism 
and Hotel Management, Veterinary Nursing and 
Animal Care.

QUALIFICATIONS:  
Certificate, Diploma, Degree, Graduate Certificate, 
Graduate Diploma, Postgraduate Certificate, 
Postgraduate Diploma, Masters

FEATURES AND FACILITIES:
• Small classes and practical, personalised 

learning
• Gymnasium
• Library services
• Employment services
• Learning Assistance
• Counselling
• Student Health Centre/Health Nurses
• Accommodation services
• Bookshop
• Activities officer
• Disability Liaison
• Campus Café
• Student Lounge
• Childcare Centre

• 24 hour computer labs
• Bus trips to Queenstown and Dunedin on 

weekends
• Hospitality student restaurant and café
• SIT Fashion shop
• SIT Centrestage Theatre

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME:  
SIT’s range of English Language courses are ideal 
for students whose first language isn’t English.  
We offer English courses catering for skill levels 
from beginners to advanced.

ACCOMMODATION:
• Accommodation services
• SIT Apartments
• Homestay
• Flatting

RELIGIOUS FACILITIES ON SITE: 
Chaplain

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Download the application form our website 
(International tab) and send it with supporting 
documents to: applications@sit.ac.nz

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
Get all this at no extra cost when you choose SIT:

• Airport pick up and two weeks free 
accommodation

• Medical and travel insurance while you study
• All your textbooks provided
• A goodie bag including SIT jacket, SIT book bag, 

first aid kit, sim card
• Comprehensive orientation programme
• Help to find employment, including employment 

workshops, personalised curriculum vitae 
assistance and graduate job search assistance

• On-campus nurse, counsellors and learning 
assistance

• Study and work visa support
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SOUTHERN LAKES  
ENGLISH COLLEGE
Southern Lakes English College (SLEC) in partnership with the Southern 
Institute of Technology (SIT), offers the Zero Fees English (ZFE) 
Scholarships (conditions apply) to International students studying in 
Invercargill. 
This scholarship provides an opportunity for students to undertake up to 26 weeks of free English, 
preparing the student for their mainstream course of study. It delivers the General English plus 
Examination Preparation (Training Scheme) and NZQA approved English proficiency assessments. As 
the students will be SIT students, they will receive the full range of benefits offered by SIT including 
free airport pickup, two weeks’ free accommodation when they first arrive in Invercargill, academic and 
pastoral support, access to the $2 bus trips to Queenstown and Dunedin and so much more!

The staff are well-qualified, experienced and caring. We pride ourselves on the supportive ‘family’ 
atmosphere provided, where students make lifetime friendships as they study towards their future 
goals. 

Enrolling for English could not be easier, with intakes every Monday (or the next working day if Monday 
is a public holiday!) and exams every 6 weeks. This gives the students opportunities to progress to their 
mainstream programmes easily and efficiently. 

“I enjoy studying with the good teachers and they always give the best lessons and the staff are 
very enthusiastic. I met a lot of friends from all over the world. You helped me a lot when I first 
came here. It was my first time away from home, I love you all so much.” 
- Wendy, Vietnam

“I stayed here for 6 months and have improved my English a lot from Elementary to Intermediate 
class. When I came I couldn’t speak or understand anything. The teachers gave me help after 
lessons with extra listening practice and also helped me with pronunciation. To study abroad 
was the best decision in my life.”
- Eun Ju, Republic of Korea

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SOUTHERN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY (SIT) 

14



Southern Lakes English College
133 Tay Street  

Invercargill
www.slec.co.nz

Blaise Barham
info@slec.co.nz

SouthernLakesEnglishCollege

+64 3 442 7810

CONTACT US

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: Approx. 150

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 
Approx. 150

QUALIFICATIONS:  
General English Plus Examination Preparation 
(Training Scheme)

FEATURES AND FACILITIES:
Modern classrooms, access to SIT facilities 
including the library, computer labs, cafeteria, 
sports centre, health nurse, disability liaison, 
chaplain and pastoral care 

ACCOMMODATION:
• SIT Apartments
• Homestay

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
International applications need to be sent to 
applications@sit.ac.nz 

There is no application, administration or 
enrolment fee

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
International events including Chinese New Year, 
Sri Lankan New Year, Flag raising ceremonies to 
commemorate National Days / Independence 
Days, Diwali, Indonesian Night, International 
Christmas Party, Powhiri and O Week and Re-O 
Week orientations.  
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SOUTHERN WINGS 
AVIATION COLLEGE
Southern Wings is built on a heritage of flight training since 1935. It is one 
of New Zealand’s original aviation colleges, operated by people who are 
passionate about flying and assisting others to become pilots.  The college 
is superbly equipped with modern aircraft and comfortable teaching 
facilities. It operates a varied, well-maintained fleet suitable for all 
training purposes.
Southern Wings is interested in quality; we do not aspire to be the biggest, just the best.

Our dedication to quality aviation training and safety earned us the Director of Civil Aviation Awards 
Organisation in 2015. Our personalised service with deliberately small class sizes, and both practical 
and theory qualifications that are highly valued by those in the aviation industry are all features you’ll 
enjoy when you land a place with Southern Wings.

Southern Wings is an Air New Zealand Preferred Flight Training Organisation (FTO). There are only 
four FTOs in New Zealand and Southern Wings is the only with two bases. By choosing to train with 
Southern Wings, prospective pilots will be assured they are:

• Joining a flight training programme designed to produce commercial airline pilots;
• Likely to succeed as they have met airline styled entry criteria for programme selection;
• Going to be interacting with airline personnel.

The New Zealand Diploma in Aviation course that Southern Wings provides has three streams; General 
Aviation, Instructor and Airline Preparation. All students of these streams will complete a Private 
Licence (PPL) and Commercial Pilot Licence (CPL). After that the completion requirements depend on 
the stream chosen.

For the Airline Preparation stream, students will complete a PPL, CPL, Multi-Engine Instrument Rating 
(MEIR) and all of their Airline Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) theory. Then they will undergo a secondary 
selection process for entry into the Airline Integration Course (AIC).

“Training with Southern Wings was the only choice for me.  No other environment can offer what 
Southland offers.  The adverse weather, a friendly social environment and top instructors was what I 
was looking for in a training organisation and met all of my expectations.”
- Leon Gibbs
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CONTACT US

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 34

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 0

MAJOR AREAS OF STUDY:  
Diploma of Aviation

QUALIFICATIONS:  
Commercial Pilot Licence, Instrument Rating, 
Instructor Rating

FEATURES AND FACILITIES:  
Southern Wings is a “Preferred Flight Training 
Organisation” for Air New Zealand

ACCOMMODATION: 
Placement Support

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Entry criteria and application form can be found 
on our website

Southern Wings Aviation College
76 Airport Avenue 

PO Box 1171 
Invercargill

www.southernwings.co.nz

Bryan Jones
bryan@southernwings.co.nz

SouthernWingsNZ

+64 3 218 6171
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SOUTHLAND 
SCHOOLS
Great facilities, great atmosphere
Southland’s schools are of the highest standard, well resourced, effective and student centred. You 
can be confident that the schools are of the highest quality since they are rigorously monitored by the 
Ministry of Education.  

Primary school students study subjects guided by the New Zealand National Curriculum which aims to 
create ‘confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learners’ with a strong foundation in reading, 
writing and maths. The curriculum focuses on eight learning areas: English, the arts, health and physical 
education, languages, mathematics and statistics, science, social sciences and technology. 

Students at secondary schools work towards the National Certificate of Educational Achievement 
(NCEA).

The focus is on developing a range of skills and abilities that students need to continue their education, 
get into the career they want, and be successful in life, rather than just teaching facts and figures.

In addition to the national curriculum subjects, as an international student you will also study ESOL - 
English for Speakers of Other Languages.
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APARIMA 
COLLEGE
At Aparima College we believe that we offer the necessary challenges 
and safety nets to allow for all of our students to grow and find their own 
greatness.
Set in the idyllic background of a seaside town we offer a community based approach to teaching and 
learning in which students from all backgrounds come together to co-exist and to excel. As a relatively 
small school our students are afforded a very high chance to experience leadership and opportunity 
across all year levels and are supported throughout by a dedicated and diligent staff. We offer an 
educational experience that will put you ‘first’.

You will be in a class that will have fewer than 20 students in it and a very diligent and highly qualified 
teacher. You will be given the opportunity to study a myriad of subjects and topics while marvelling 
at the scenery that surrounds you. You will be treated as part of the family and will be welcomed as a 
member of our small but powerful family.

We will open pathways for you that may extend as far as our University partners. We can help you 
apply for any of the many tertiary opportunities that New Zealand offers but we have a special working 
relationship with New Zealand’s pre-eminent medical school at Otago University and the local Southern 
Institute of Technology (SIT). The opportunities are all here waiting for you…
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CONTACT US
Aparima College
33 Leader Street 

Riverton
www.aparima.school.nz

Ray Laurenson 
Deputy Principal, Director of International 

Students
rlaurenson@aparima.school.nz

AparimaCollege

+64 3 234 8900

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 187

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 1

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 including University Entrance

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS:  
Multiple and varied as per NZ Curriculum, 
however, our current focus is on agricultural 
science. 
Languages taught: Māori and German

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES:  
Full academic facilities set in a coastal 
environment (easy access to the beach). The 
school also owns seven yachts and 12 kayaks 
which are in regular use as part of marine 
education.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT:  
ESOL courses available as required. All 
international students will work closely with 
an academic dean as well as the International 
Student Director.

ACCOMMODATION: 
Homestay and farmstay (based on availability)

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
A series of course related camps are available that 
include skiing and tramping opportunities.

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students can apply for short term or long term at 
any time by contacting the school via email.
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BLUE MOUNTAIN 
COLLEGE
“Unlocking each student’s personal potential for life” 
Located in a stunning rural setting halfway between the University City of Dunedin and the adventure 
capital of New Zealand, Queenstown, Blue Mountain College is a small school catering for students 
from 11-20 years of age. We pride ourselves on knowing each student and his/her family personally 
meaning we are able to provide excellent individualised pastoral care. We are a PB4L (Positive 
Behaviour for Learning) school where every student is expected to be respectful, responsible and 
inclusive in the way they interact with each other, our staff and the wider community.  We provide 
individualised learning pathways leading to outstanding success rates with NCEA qualifications 
alongside a myriad of sporting, cultural, outdoor education and leadership opportunities. Our Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Hillary Awards and Peer Support programmes allow the students to be focussed on giving 
back to their community including through volunteer service. Our environment is not only aesthetically 
beautiful but extremely safe, both characteristics that our international students value along with the 
way their host families embrace them.

“Blue Mountain College is located in Tapanui and is a small school. However, there are benefits 
in this school, and I’m enjoying the life here every day. Because of it being a country school, all 
of the students know each other very well and also are very good to one another. I think they are 
very friendly, so it is very easy to make friends. The life in NZ is different from the life in Japan. 
There are 5 periods each day and I can do sport or volunteer activities that I want to do after 
school. So it means I can lead a full life every day. Also all of the teachers teach me their subjects 
eagerly and in ESOL class, I can know my current English ability, so that’s very useful to upskill 
my English ability.” 
- Sayaka Morihara, Japan
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CONTACT US
Blue Mountain College

State Highway 90 
Tapanui 

www.bmc.school.nz

Cherie Criglington 
ccriglington@bmc.school.nz

+64 3 204 8358

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-20

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 235

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 2

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
International students are able to study towards a 
wide range of qualifications including:

NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance 
Preparation for IELTS 
Star courses – Diving Certificate, Barista course, 
Drivers Licence, Day Skippers Licence 
Gateway programme – work experience 
opportunities

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS:  
Each international student has an individual 
programme prepared in order to achieve their 
academic and life goals. International students 
are provided with every opportunity that our 
“Kiwi” students experience. Students will have 
an interview with our Senior Dean when they 
first arrive and a combination of subjects will be 
agreed upon. Full details are on our website. 
Languages taught: Māori

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
• School farm, agriculture subject options 
• Specialist science laboratories 
• Dedicated workshops for Food and Materials 

Technology 
• Full gymnasium 
• Expansive sports fields and courts 
• Library 
• BYOD with wireless network for students 
• Community swimming pool 

• Positive Behaviour for Learning 
• Small classes – 20 student maximum

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
• 1:1 support with ESOL teacher 
• Small classes 
• Academic progress support 
• Pastoral care 
• Accommodation placement service 
• Community evening English language classes

ACCOMMODATION: 
Homestay and farmstay

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
• School production / stage challenge / 

performing arts festival 
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Awards 
• Yearly formal dance function for Year 11-13 
• Snowboard trip, skiing weekends 
• Camps and tramps 
• Outdoor experiences 
• Marae visit 
• Ambassador club (International and Migrant 

students) 
• Wide range of team and individual sports

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students can apply for short term or long term at 
any time by contacting the school via email.
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CENTRAL SOUTHLAND 
COLLEGE
Central Southland College is a co-educational State school situated in 
Winton, a rural township serving a wide area of prosperous and fertile 
farmland. It provides excellent teaching and learning for students aged 
from 13 to 18. 
Central Southland College offers a wide-ranging programme of academic, sporting, cultural and 
outdoor opportunities. Winton is located 20 minutes north of Southland’s main centre, Invercargill, and 
is on the doorstep of many places of natural beauty and adventure - mountains, glaciers, lakes and 
forests are found close by in Queenstown and Fiordland National Park. 

Competing in many sports, such as soccer, golf, basketball, volleyball and rugby is also popular. 
International students appreciate the many activities on offer, and love the friendly, welcoming and 
safe environment.

We live in, and are part of, our natural environment, where the virtues of effort, enterprise and outdoor 
adventure are part of our everyday lives.

“I love Central Southland College. All the students and teachers are friendly, they help you. 
There are lots of activities to choose from like Textiles, Economics, Foods, French and Music. 
I can play sports that I would not play in Thailand. I have improved reading, writing and 
speaking in English”
- Aim Periera, Thailand
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 9-13

AGES: 13-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 580

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 10-15

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3, University Entrance and New 
Zealand Scholarship

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS:  
Art, Performing Arts, Commerce, Senior Science
Languages taught: French and Māori

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
On its 7 hectares of landscaped grounds and 
sports fields, the school has well equipped, 
modern facilities including:
• Science laboratories, 
• Technology workshops, 
• Gymnasium, 
• Fitness Centre, 
• Computer suites, 
• Swimming pool (summer only),
• Art and Music rooms

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
4 hours of ESOL each week plus extra tuition on 
demand or if required

ACCOMMODATION: 
International students live with carefully selected 
homestay families. Regular contact is maintained 
to ensure students are happy and settled. They 
have their own bedroom and each home is 
selected to suit the student.

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Please send applications to the International 
Student Director – petert@csc.school.nz or use 
the application form on the website

Central Southland College
Grange Street 

PO Box 94 
Winton 

www.csc.school.nz

Peter Turnbull 
International Student Director 

petert@csc.school.nz

+64 3 236 7646
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FIORDLAND 
COLLEGE
Welcome to Fiordland College
We are situated on the edge of Fiordland World Heritage National Park between Queenstown and 
Milford Sound. We make the most of our unique natural environment and provide all students with a 
successful, well balanced education, preparing them for their future educational pathways as well as 
encouraging them to take advantage of life opportunities.

Fiordland College prides itself on academic excellence.  We encourage all students to achieve to their 
potential. Our small class sizes allow us to meet the individual learning needs of students and we offer 
extensive and inclusive curricular and co-curricular programmes.

Te Anau is a safe, vibrant community and its status as a tourist destination means it has wonderful 
facilities while maintaining its intimate atmosphere. 

We offer a caring, friendly College within a warm and welcoming community.

“I’m really impressed by the breath-taking nature and especially by the kindness of the people. I 
really enjoyed camp week, when we went to the Marae and skiing. I’ve learned a lot and had fun at 
the same time. This place is totally different to all other places!”
- Nick Fleckenstein, Germany
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CONTACT US
Fiordland College

5 Howden St 
Te Anau 

www.fiordlandcollege.school.nz

Marie Galland 
International Director 

admin@fiordlandcollege.school.nz

+64 3 249 7819

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 10-19

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 240

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 4

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; IELTS 
and TOEFL preparation 

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS:  
Fiordland College takes pride in its high academic 
success rates for NCEA and for providing a 
balanced education for all students. We are 
recognised nationally and internationally for our 
Environmental Education programme.  Outdoor 
Education and Recreational Skills programmes 
take advantage of the scenic local area and our 
proximity to Fiordland National Park.  We offer 
a ‘KIWI’ experience to our international students 
that is ‘Pure NZ’.
Languages taught: Māori, German and Japanese 
(Other languages available via video conference)

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
• Fiordland College is scenically situated beside 
Lake Te Anau and Fiordland World Heritage 
National Park.
• Music suite, gymnasium/hall, cross-country 
track, stage performance.
• Dedicated science labs, computer suites, Hard 
and Soft Technology rooms – BYOD encouraged 
[Free Wi-Fi].
• Tennis, netball, basketball, volleyball courts and 
numerous sports fields.
• Rock climbing wall.
• Career and guidance counselling.
• Fantastic nearby golf course.
• Silver Enviro School.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
• Students are mainstreamed into year level 
classes with classroom subject support where 
needed.
• ESOL classes are offered 4 hours per week with 
a specialist ESOL teacher.
• ESOL unit standards are offered at each NCEA 
Level.
• A dedicated International Director provides 
homestay support, an orientation programme 
and continued co-ordination between school and 
home.
• Local area familiarisation trip and sightseeing to 
Milford Sound included in fees.
• 24-hour access to pastoral care and help.

SPECIAL ACTVITIES:
• Extensive and exciting outdoor education 
programme.
• School related activities celebrating various 
cultures.
• Varied multi sports programme. 
• Skiing and snowboarding opportunities.
• Specialised National Park environmental 
activities.
• Marae Trip and Kapa Haka group.
• Annual Prom for Year 11 – 13 students.
• Numerous local sport and special interest 
activities in a welcoming community.

ACCOMMODATION: 
Homestay and farmstay

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply at any time (Download from 
website – click ‘International’ tag). Please see 
website for details or contact Marie Galland for 
further information.
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GORE HIGH 
SCHOOL
Kia ora e noa ma (Hello friends),
Gore High School is the largest Year 9-13 co-educational school in Eastern Southland. Founded in 1908, 
our school has a proud tradition and reputation that promotes educational excellence and high levels 
of achievement in all fields of endeavour.

We acknowledge the importance of our heritage and strive to preserve the traditions of the past, while 
building a contemporary foundation for our future. Staff and students at Gore High School are guided 
in their daily business by a shared belief in the traditional work ethic inherent in our school motto 
‘Palma Non Sine Pulvere’ - No Reward Without Effort.

We take every opportunity to demonstrate and articulate our family-based values, which are centered 
around ‘Courtesy’ (‘Atawhaitanga’), ‘Effort’ (‘Manawanuitanga’), and ‘Responsibility’ (‘Takohanga’).

Our expectations are high. Every student and staff member is encouraged to do their very best in 
everything they do. Students grow in confidence and independence and leave well prepared to cope 
with the ever changing demands of life in modern times.
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 9-13

AGES: 12-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 480

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 2

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; IELTS 
preparation 

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
We offers a wide range of courses from the 
following learning areas:
• Arts: Visual Art, Music, Drama, Graphics, Design, 
Photography
• Languages: English, Māori
• Mathematics: Calculus, Statistics and Modelling, 
Accounting, Economics
• Science: Chemistry, Biology, Physics, 
Horticultural, Science and Agricultural Science
• Social Sciences: History, Geography, Tourism
• Physical Education: Physical Education, Outdoor 
Education 
• Technology: Computing, Digital Technology, 
Fabric, Food and Nutrition, Hospitality,
Metalwork and Woodwork

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
• Modern learning environments including, 

Science laboratories, and computer suites
• Workshops for soft and hard material 

technology
• Specialist music suites
• Full size gymnasium
• Wireless network for students

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
• ESOL and English classes
• International student support and counselling 

services
• Academic support in curriculum classes by well 

qualified staff
• Guidance and career counselling
• ID cards provide emergency phone numbers of 

key international staff

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES: 
• Annual musical and drama shows
• Local outings e.g. farms, ice skating, university 

tours
• Duke of Edinburgh’s Hillary Award – Bronze, 

Silver and Gold Levels
• Formal/Prom for Year 12 and 13
• Outdoor experiences, ski trips camps and tramps

ACCOMMODATION:
Homestay

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply any time - short and long 
term
Students can apply by downloading the 
application form on the school website.

Gore High School
18 Coutts Rd 

Gore
www.gore-high.school.nz

Melanie Hamilton
mhamilton@gore-high.school.nz

gorehighschooloffical

+64 3 208 9130
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JAMES HARGEST 
COLLEGE
James Hargest is a vibrant, outward looking and very multi-cultural co-ed 
school in the city of Invercargill. 
Overseas students are made very welcome by local students, who support them in many ways, 
and often travel themselves on outbound programmes. James Hargest is widely known for both its 
high academic achievements and its positive culture. International students receive highly personal 
academic mentoring and pastoral care. Our school is on two sites. The Junior Campus (Years 7-8) 
has the advantage of  homeroom based  learning, while the Senior Campus (Years 9 -13)  features an 
extensive range of courses to suit all students.

“James Hargest College is a very good high school for international students in Invercargill, New 
Zealand. There are many subjects for all students to choose. Not only subjects but also many 
activities for us to join in, such as LEO Club, international friendship club and Sport and Rec. 
I met many lovely people from joining those activities. All staff in JHC are so kind and caring, 
they make me feel warm and safe while I’m staying in New Zealand. I would highly recommend 
James Hargest College to all students who want to go study abroad. Coming to New Zealand and 
attending to James Hargest College is the best decision I’ve ever made”.
- Nat Dechosilpa, Thailand
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 1850 (across two 
campuses)

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 30

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; IELTS 
preparation; New Zealand Scholarships preparation 
(Significant successes over several years and 
celebrated annually)

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Music - wide diversity of opportunities and  
excellent extension for talented students
• Business Subjects  - we consistently reach the 
national level in competitions
• Outdoor Education - for those wanting to challenge 
themselves and see NZ! 
• Languages - Spanish, French, Japanese and Māori 
Just about any subject or combination of subjects is 
possible!

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
• Free ultra-fast Wi-Fi available across both 

campuses.
• High spec libraries/study centres  (Senior Campus 

open to 5pm each day)
• Latest digital and teaching resources in all teaching 

areas
• Large social centre/cafeteria
• Expansive tree lined, landscaped campus
• Four well equipped gymnasiums

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
• Three ESOL teachers, an International Form class 

and dedicated  teaching spaces
• Small ESOL classes (6 - 12 students) 
• Balanced programme - listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. 
• Year 7 - 8 ESOL class : Emphasis on interactive 

learning. 

• Year 9-10 ESOL class : General academic 
vocabulary strengthened. Assistance with 
curriculum content provided as needed.

• Level 1  ESOL class :  Level 1-2 English Language 
standards offered  ( NCEA credits)  The generic 
skills and vocabulary needed for L1 NCEA are 
developed.

• Level 2 -3 ESOL class: Level 2-3 English Language 
standards offered (NCEA credits)     Students are 
also supported in their preparation for IELTS  

• Level 2-3 ENL  This course provides students 
with the opportunity to gain the Level 2 literacy 
requirements for entrance to NZ universities. 

• Specially selected local students mentor 
International Students in curriculum/language 
development  three times per week

• Regular  individual academic mentoring
• Designated Guidance Counsellor, Homestay 

Co-ordinator and  an Administrator to support  
students at school and joining community events

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
• A large, vibrant International Friendship Club (over 

100 students) inclusive of international students 
which helps them integrate. It offers hospitality 
and support, as well as organising social events 
such as dinners, ice skating, ski trips and so on.

• Cultural activities including school drama 
productions for all levels, and a wide variety of 
musical opportunities such as jazz, choral singing, 
classical ensembles, rock bands and an excellent 
orchestra.

• Clubs such as LEO (Young Lions)   giving students 
the opportunity to provide community service and 
show leadership.

• A wide range of individual and team sports 
available for international students to join.

• International orientation programmes
• Traditional welcome (mihi whakatau)

ACCOMMODATION:
Homestay accommodation carefully screened and 
checked

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply any time - short and long term 
through the school’s website:  
https://www.jameshargest.school.nz/pages/
international/

James Hargest College
288 Layard Street 

Invercargill
www.jameshargest.school.nz

Jenny Elder 
Deputy Principal,  

Director of International Students
jelder@jameshargest.school.nz

+64 3 217 6129
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NORTHERN SOUTHLAND 
COLLEGE
We are an international student accredited school and have 
accommodation options to suit a wide range of student needs.
 As a rural secondary school within a premier farming district, Northern Southland College has been a 
popular option for international student enrolments.  In the past we have had international students 
from a range of countries such as Germany, Spain, Japan, Argentina and Brazil. Our international 
students have enjoyed the opportunity to be educated near Queenstown ‘the adventure capital of New 
Zealand’ and the Fiordland World Heritage Park.  As a school we use both of these locations as part of 
our own outdoor education programme.

“When I came to Northern Southland College first, I could not speak English at all but every 
student was nice to me. Now I can talk to people in English. I have played soccer and was able 
to watch hockey games. I went to Mount Cook camp and the Year 11 Kepler tramping camp and 
they were very fun. I have enjoyed all my classes while I have been here. I stayed at the Vegas’ 
home and the Pongas’ home and I want to thank them for being so nice. I like the school mood 
because everyone is smiling and I think they are enjoying school life. One day I want to come 
back to Northern Southland College to visit. Thank you for everything.”
- Reina Hodoshima, Ikubunkan Global High School, Japan

32



CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 162

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 1

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female  
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; New 
Zealand Scholarships preparation

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
Performing Arts, Hospitality, Agriculture, Outdoor 
Education, Design Technology.
Languages: French and Māori

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
• Specialist teaching areas: 2 Science Laboratories, 
5 Computer suites with ultra-fast broadband, Art 
Room, Library, Gymnasium, Video Conferencing, 
Hard Materials Workshop, Food Technology 
Room.
• Playing fields for: Hockey, Rugby, Soccer, Cricket 
pitch, Athletic Track
• Courts for: Tennis, Netball
• Heated swimming pool

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
Dedicated ESOL specialist with scheduled one-on-
one time with International students plus regular 
English classes with peers

ACCOMMODATION:
Local families, often on farms

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply in writing at any time to 
the International Students Director, Dr. Jordana 
Norrish - jnorrish@nsc.school.nz

Northern Southland College
51 Maria Street

Lumsden
www.nsc.school.nz

Dr. Jordana Norrish 
Deputy Principal 

jnorrish@nsc.school.nz

Northern Southland College

+64 3 248 7121
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SOUTHLAND BOYS’ 
HIGH SCHOOL
Southland Boys’ High School is a traditional school with a contemporary 
heart. 
We are a school with a strong values base that designs curriculum specifically with boys in mind.  At 
SBHS our students experience a sense of community through strong bonds created in shared learning 
or participating in cultural or sporting pursuits.  Our teachers are committed to providing learning that 
is contextualised and gives students the opportunity to recognise the opportunities that are available to 
them in the world beyond school.

“It was a great pleasure studying at Southland Boys’ High School. I have learned a lot from the 
school and its values. I learned about friendship, respect and also the six strong values of the 
school as well as the school motto, “Not for School but for Life we are Learning”.  Not only were the 
things I learned good but also the environment that I lived in was much better. As most people say, 
getting a good education comes from a great environment and SBHS has both.”
- Poom, Thailand
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 1000

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 14

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male only (single sex)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; New 
Zealand Scholarships preparation

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
Music, Agriculture, Design and Visual Technology,  
Agribusiness, Digital Technology, Catering, 
Outdoor Eduation, Drama + Theatre Technology, 
Rugby Academy  
Languages: Japanese and Māori 

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
The school was established in 1881. It consists 
of 54 classrooms, including 6 specialist art 
and technology rooms, 4 computer suites, 2 
gymnasiums and a fitness room, a drama suite, 6 
science laboratories, a comprehensive and well-
resourced library, six tennis courts and a large 
grassed football area equivalent to 10 football 
fields. 
Students have access to 24/7 wifi

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
• Specialist ESOL Teacher + Qualified ESOL 

Teaching Assistant
• Small classes
• All international students are offered ESOL as 

part of their timetable. Students who would 
benefit from additional language support can 
receive up to 8 hours of ESOL support per week. 

• International Student Director oversees pastoral 
care of international students. Students meet 
with the International Director daily. 

• Daily meetings and pastoral support offered by 
tutor teachers and additional support offered by 
Kai Arahi (Level Deans) and Senior Management.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
Alumni
• 6 All Black captains (National Rugby Team) – the 
highest number of any school in New Zealand

• 23 All Blacks (including Mils Muliaina, Corey 
Flynn, Clark Dermody)

• Olympians (Pieter Bulling 2016, Glen McLeay 
92/96, Bradley Knipe 2016)

Tryline Café
Our Year 12 students run a café during August 
and September which is open to the public. 
Students prepare, cook and serve the food in this 
highly popular and well-known café.

Rugby Academy
Up to 30 international students participate in a 
high performance 4 week rugby academy each 
year. We can adjust to meet the needs and skill 
level of the participants. 

Boyd Creek
We have our very own lodge near Te Anau, on 
the edge of Fiordland National Park. Students 
experience camps and outdoor education here. 

Ski Trips
Being only 2 hours from Queenstown, the school 
runs outdoor education camps and weekend day 
trips to enjoy skiing and experience the beauty of 
Queenstown. 

ACCOMMODATION:
• Coldstream Hostel – this can cater for up to 110 
boys in both single rooms and dormitories.  
The hostel is a 1 minute walk from school 

• Homestay

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply any time for short or long 
term. Enrolment form available on the website:  
http://www.sbhs.school.nz/southland-boys-high-
school/enrolment-process/

Southland Boys’ High School
181 Herbert Street

Invercargill
www.sbhs.school.nz

Simon Coe 
Rector 

simon.coe@sbhs.school.nz

Southland Boys High School

+64 3 211 3003
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SOUTHLAND GIRLS’ 
HIGH SCHOOL
Established in 1879, Southland Girls’ High School has a long and proud 
history of academic excellence. All girls are encouraged to achieve. 
Quality teaching and learning are the core of our business. It is what we do best. Learning is 
personalised to each student and a high standard of achievement and personal conduct is expected. 

Our school offers an integrated and inclusive learning environment. Specialist teaching combined with 
an innovative curriculum ensure that girls develop skills which encourage them to become successful 
life long learners.

We want our students to be independent and innovative young women, well able to cope with the 
challenge beyond the school gates.

“Southland Girls’ High School is a medium size community where the students exercise a sense of companionship and 
a willingness to help each other. The students experience a wide range of subjects along with many opportunities to get 
involved with extracurricular activities. Our International Director also provides every international student very supportive 
care, giving the students a home away from home. As an international student at Southland Girls’ High School, I enjoy every 
moment and opportunity I have been given. It is a place of memories, and after I graduate, I will always look back at it with 
adoration.”

- Thamanswan Tewsawat, Thailand
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 1100

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 24

GENDERS TAUGHT: Female only (single-sex)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
Our well-established programme provides specialist 
tuition in English (ESOL, IELTS).  Cambridge Exams 
are also offered at Year 10.  For the rest of the 
school day our girls are integrated into school 
classes where they are prepared for National 
Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) at all 
levels.
Our international students achieve impressive 
results in national examinations and top rankings 
in the school.  Over the last few years, three 
international students have been Dux of our school.
Girls are encouraged to participate fully in all aspects 
of school life and develop their talents in all areas

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
The school’s curriculum promotes and supports 
students’ learning. The curriculum effectively reflects 
the school’s strategic aim to be learner focused and 
relevant to the students.
A strong focus is placed on providing individual 
learning pathways for students to meet their level 
of challenge, need and interests. This is supported 
by flexible timetabling and multi-level teaching. 
Students’ learning benefits from curriculum breadth, 
a wide range of opportunities in and beyond the 
school, and cooperation between departments.
The school has effective processes for ongoing 
curriculum review and development. Developments 
are based on best-evidence research, and shared 
at teacher meetings to ensure they are understood 
and maintained by teachers. The school leaders and 
teachers are currently undertaking a process to map 
key understandings for learning across subjects and 
to direct future developments.
Teachers continually seek ways to involve students 
in their learning. They use students’ views to help 
improve their teaching. School leaders have a very 

good understanding of the quality of teaching 
across the school
Languages taught: French, English, Japanese, 
German, Chinese, and Spanish.

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
The school is extremely well equipped with modern 
classrooms, including a cyber café.   Girls have free 
access to the Internet and computers.  The school 
also boasts an international sized gymnasium, 
dance suite, science rooms and labs, home 
economics rooms and a Piazza.  All the rooms in 
our East Wing Block have been freshly redecorated 
in bright modern colours.  The school is set in 
landscaped grounds and is only five minutes from 
the airport

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
We have wonderful teaching staff including an 
international academic tutor, specialist ESOL 
teaching staff who work closely together to ensure 
students are being closely monitored in their 
academic progress and achievements with specialist 
online reading programmes designed to enhance 
the English learning experience. We offer free ESOL 
classes for all international students. 
Southland Girls’ High School has a full time Director 
of International Students, Mrs Megan McKenzie, 
who is responsible for the overall welfare and 
wellbeing of our international students.

ACCOMMODATION:
We offer high standard homestays and hostel 
accommodation with both options providing 
students with a safe and caring environment. Our 
homestay families are selected and approved by the 
school with students quickly becoming part of the 
family.

Our hostel is run by experienced matrons who 
ensure our international students are well looked 
after and are integrated into the hostel community. 

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students may apply any time for short or long term. 
Enrolment form available on the website:
http://www.southlandgirls.school.nz/pages/
enrolment-form/

Southland Girls’ High School
328 Tweed Street

Invercargill
www.southlandgirls.school.nz

Megan McKenzie 
megan.mckenzie@southlandgirls.school.nz

sghsnz

+64 3 211 6030
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ST PETER’S  
COLLEGE GORE
St Peter’s College is at the heart of a nurturing, inclusive and safe rural 
community. We are a co-educational day and boarding school for young 
people aged 11 – 18. 
St Peter’s College was set-up in 1969 by the Institute of Charity (the Rosminian Order) and the Sisters 
of Mercy as the first co-educational Catholic school in Australia and New Zealand. The school is based 
on Christian principles within the Catholic tradition. Our three key values are compassion, commitment 
and community. 

At St Peter’s we are concerned with educating the whole person. We are justifiably proud of our 
academic success, as seen in our NCEA results. However, we believe that a good school is about much 
more than academic success alone. Our students enjoy a wonderful variety of sporting and cultural 
activities outside the classroom.

“I could learn lots of things which I can’t in Japan…my listening skill has improved a lot…now I can understand what 
people are talking about without translating… ESOL is easy to understand... I could work for what I needed. The teachers 
organise trips and also sports competitions. I feel grateful.”

- Yuki, Japan
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 7-13

AGES: 11-18

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 380

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 21

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female 
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
NCEA Levels 1-3 and University Entrance; New 
Zealand Scholarships preparation

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
St Peter’s College is rightly proud of its reputation 
for high levels of academic achievement. 100% 
of Year 11 students gained NCEA Level 1 in 2016. 
We teach a wide variety of curriculum subjects 
that might be expected from a much bigger 
school. International students are able to choose 
subjects that allow them to follow their interests. 
“International students are provided with 
appropriate learning programmes and monitored 
to ensure they can make good progress. They 
successfully achieve the goals set.” (Education 
Review Office Report, 2017).  
Languages: Latin and French

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
Large, light classrooms set in attractive grounds 
with an attached boarding house. Strong pastoral 
care system with an established international 
department that has an excellent reputation for 
quality, individual care and support. Part of a very 
well-resourced town with excellent facilities and 
many sporting and cultural opportunities. A safe 
school with high expectations.

RELIGIOUS FACILITIES ON SITE:
School Chapel

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
Social and sporting 
A large range of sports and cultural opportunities 
are offered 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
Small, targeted ESOL classes, and an excellent 
pastoral care programme with an emphasis on 
seeing every student as an individual.

ACCOMMODATION:
Homestay or school boarding hostel 

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students can apply for short or long term at any 
time by contacting the school via e-mail

St Peter’s College Gore
121 Kakapo Street

Gore
www.stpetersgore.school.nz

Kate Nicholson 
Principal 

katenicholson@stpetersgore.school.nz

stpetersgorenz

+64 3 208 9060
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GARSTON 
SCHOOL
The needs of our Year 1-8 students are met in a stimulating environment 
which provides them with high quality learning experiences, enjoyment,   
security and opportunities to develop confidence as learners. 
A feature of our school is the respectful behaviour of the students, their high level of achievement and 
engagement in all school activities.  

There is a strong emphasis on  accelerating student progress in reading, writing and maths. Three 
teachers and a teacher aide focus on reinforcing this learning by exploiting relevant contexts in every 
area of the curriculum. Our school has acknowledged strengths in Education Outside of the Classroom 
and particularly in environmental studies and outdoor education programmes. 

Our aim is to prepare our students for their future by helping them to become more effective at 
managing themselves and interacting positively with others by teaching them to be self-assured, 
productive, independent, respectful, innovative and critical thinkers. When they demonstrate these 
attributes and skills we say that they are showing the Garston S.P.I.R.I.T.
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 1-8

AGES: 5-13

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 44

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 0

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female 
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
New Zealand Curriculum

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
Excellent public speaking skills, Enviroschool’s 
Silver Award

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
Our school has 3 classrooms and an extremely 
well-resourced, attractive library. Students, 
staff and parents have created an outstanding 
parklike school environment with grass sports 
fields, outdoor swimming pool, enormous 
sandpit, asphalt tennis/netball court, swings and 
slides, adventure fort, agility climbing structure, 
sledding hill for use with school’s sleds, flying 
fox, tunnel house, raised vegetable gardens, 
orchard, landscaped shrub gardens, wooden 
feature furniture, limestone sculpture garden and 
multiple murals.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
 Each year all students:
• participate in a wide range of stimulating 

educational experiences from visiting musicians, 
actors, cultural performers, visual artists, 
politicians/councillors and specialists or 
leaders in their field of expertise (e.g. science, 
health, environmental studies, sport, literacy, 
engineering, tourism/travel & technology).

• take part in a 2 day programme to learn skiing/
snowboarding skills.

• visit locations of interest e.g. museums, historic 
sites, art exhibitions.

• take part in a swim week programme to learn 
swimming techniques and water survival skills.

• participate with students from other schools 
in a multi-sport event and athletics and cross-
country competitions. 

• spend time on a marae (every four years).

Each year all Year 5-8 students:
• have a 3 day outdoor education camp.
• play team sports. 
• learn to speak Spanish.
• spend 4 days in Wellington for an arts and 

culture experience to attend the World of 
Wearable Arts Show (every four years).

Each year all Year 6 - 8 students:
• take part in a science roadshow.
• take part in an education for sustainability field 

day.

Each year all Year 7-8 students:
• take responsibility for leading a school whanau/

family group 
• play a major role in community activities/

celebrations (e.g. Pet Day, ANZAC Day).
• organise and lead a school fundraising activity. 
• attend technology classes (woodwork, 

metalwork, food technology).
• attend a National Young Leader’s seminar

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Students can apply for short or long term at any 
time by contacting the school via e-mail.

Garston School
1705 State Highway 6

Garston
www.garston.school.nz

Kathryn O’Loughlin 
admin@garston.school.nz

+64 3 248 8802
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WAIHOPAI 
SCHOOL
Waihopai School offers a well-resourced primary school based in 
Invercargill’s beautiful Queens Park.  
We cater for children from 5 to 12 years.  The school boasts large grounds that neighbour an 18 hole 
golf course, Queen’s Park and Southland Boys’ High School.  We offer homestay accommodation.  Our 
school hosts a Special Needs facility where international students with physical and learning disabilities 
are able to enrol with the support of an accompanying parent or caregiver.  We link with all Invercargill 
High Schools for a smooth transition from Waihopai School to their chosen high school.  We boast 
individual one to one programmes to support your child’s development of their oral and written English 
language with our ESOL tutor.  Waihopai School offers a unique primary school opportunity in a superb 
setting with individual attention focused on your child.

“At Waihopai School I have a good teacher and fantastic friends.  I can play a lot of games like football, rugby, soccer and 
basketball.  At Waihopai they have beautiful heaters that are on all day to keep us warm in the winter.  The school is very 
clean and tidy and has a lot of playing fields and trees.  It is beside Queens Park and I can walk to town and the museum 
through the park on school trips.  I also went to golf lessons at Queens Park.  I have learnt a lot of new things because I play 
with my new friends in the playground and sports teams.  I really like rugby and I felt very proud when I got player of the 
day!!  At Waihopai School I also go on outings with other ESOL students from all around the world.  I went on camp at Camp 
Columba and faced a lot of new challenges.  School Camp was wonderful.  I will also get to go skiing with the school.  My host 
family are very good to me.  I live on a farm and help Nigel to feed out.  I collect the eggs and help shift the fences and I feed 
the Kuni Kuni pigs.  I cook dinner once a week with Ellice my older host sister.  She plays games with me and we have fun 
together.  Sometimes I do the shopping too.  My host Mum, Pam, is a teacher at Waihopai School.  When you say New Zealand 
the first thing that comes in my head is the beautiful lakes and mountains.  New Zealander’s are very friendly and easy to get 
to know.  New Zealand is a very safe place to live.  I can recommend you go there.”

- Teelek Nutthanon Meesatworraphat, Bangkok Christian College, Thailand
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CONTACT US

YEARS CATERED FOR: 1-6

AGES: 5-12

NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 370

NUMBER OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: 12

GENDERS TAUGHT: Male and female 
(co-educational)

QUALIFICATIONS:  
New Zealand Curriculum

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS: 
Focus on Reading, Writing & Mathematics, Strong 
sporting and cultural school

SCHOOL FEATURES AND FACILITIES: 
Specialist Special Needs Department
Located in a city park surrounded by an 18 hole 
golf course
Traditional school established in 1879

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES:
Many sporting activities
Cultural activities
Skiing and outdoor pursuits in the school 
programme

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SUPPORT: 
ESOL teacher and individual education 
programmes for students

ACCOMMODATION:
Homestay and hostel 

APPLICATION AND ENROLMENT: 
Application forms available from our website.  A 
copy of the passport of the child also required

Waihopai School
121 Herbert Street

Invercargill
www.waihopai.school.nz

Allan Mitchell 
Principal 

principal@waihopai.school.nz

WaihopaiSchool

+64 3 218 4228

Twitter@waihopai.school

Waihopai School TV
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Whatever your budget or preferred living environment, Southland has a 
range of accommodation options for you to choose from. 
You can live with a family in a homestay, stay in one of the SIT 
apartments, live in a secondary school hostel, or board or flat in a private 
home. 

SIT APARTMENTS
The SIT Apartments are specifically designed for international tertiary students. You will live in a single 
or two-room apartment with attached living area, kitchen and bathroom. You can choose to share a 
room or you may be asked to share depending on availability of accommodation. Units are spacious 
and self-contained; kitchen utensils are provided. There is a shared laundry on-site. SIT apartments are 
located in central Invercargill city. You will only be a 5 - 10 minute walk from SIT’s campuses.

SCHOOL HOSTELS
International school students enjoy living in hostels attached to secondary schools and meet many 
other hostel students who come from rural areas across Southland. You will be well cared for, and have 
opportunities for regular study, as well as enjoying a wide range of sports, arts and social activities.

HOMESTAYS
The education providers administer a network of approved homestay hosts. These families host 
international tertiary, secondary and primary school students*. Homestays are the perfect way to help 
you to settle in to your day-to-day life in New Zealand; not only will you improve your English, you will 
also learn about Kiwi culture and become part of the family. You will have your own room and access to 
shared family facilities with meals provided.

PRIVATE ACCOMMODATION
In addition, there is a large range of other accommodation options that tertiary students can choose 
from, including the Ibis Style Hotel, Karon Court Backpackers, Dan Davin Village and Kelvin House. You 
can also choose to flat or rent a room in a private home or rent a private property for you

AFFORDABLE 
ACCOMMODATION

*Terms and conditions apply
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INFORMATION 
- SOUTHLAND

AUCKLAND

WELLINGTON

CHRISTCHURCH

DUNEDIN

INVERCARGILL

QUEENSTOWN

APPROXIMATE FLIGHT TIMES 
TO INVERCARGILL
2h 30m - Auckland via 
Christchurch
1h 55m - Wellington
1h 15m - Christchurch

APPROXIMATE DRIVE TIMES 
TO INVERCARGILL
2h 20m - Queenstown
2h 30m - Dunedin

APPROXIMATE FLIGHT TIME 
TO AUSTRALIA - 3H

Winter
Average temp. 5.5⁰C
(from 0⁰C to 12⁰C on average)

Snow and frost frequently occur in inland areas 
but are less common and less extreme in coastal 
areas.

Summer
Average temp. 14.4⁰C
(from 7⁰C to 22⁰C on average)

Long sunny days. Mid-summer, the sunrise is 
around 5am and sunset around 10pm (over 15 
hours of daylight a day)

Photo: Videocopter
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Due to the close proximity to the 
South Pole, the Aurora Australis 

or “Southern Lights” are more 
commonly seen in Southland than in 

any other region of New Zealand.
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Stay Connected
When you start your New Zealand experience, tell us about your journey. 
Let us know what it’s like to study in Southland, what you think of the Kiwi 
style of learning, what your institution is like, what it’s like to live here, and 
about the friends you’ve made while studying – and anything else you’d 
like to share!

WHERE TO START?

STEP

1

STEP

2
STEP

3
STEP

4
STEP

5

Choose what to study and where
Research about New Zealand and the Southland region, and find out 
where you would like to study and which provider has what you are 
looking for.
If you prefer you may choose to contact an education agent to assist you 
in this process of decision-making, and they will also be able to help with 
the enrolment process.

Apply for your course
Contact the education provider you are interested in or your agent to 
start the enrolment process and prepare documentation for it.

Apply for your visa
New Zealand has a range of visas that allow you to go to school, take a 
course or do other training. For full details, go to the Immigration New 
Zealand website: immigration.govt.nz

Get ready to go
Plan your stay in New Zealand and make the final arrangements for your 
arrival. For more information visit: studyinnewzealand.govt.nz

Mavora, Northern Southland
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CONTACT US
Study Southland

PO Box 1306
Invercargill 9840

New Zealand

study@southlandnz.com
www.southlandnz.com/study

studysouthland

+64 3 211 1429


